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Summary
1. It is a dogma that outside the Catholic Church there is no salvation, which
means that only Catholics can be saved. Hence it is a basic dogma that all
men who die as non-Catholics and thus die worshipping a false god,
practicing a false religion or no religion, adhering to a non-Catholic sect
or a non-Catholic church, unbaptized, as atheists, as catechumens, as
formal heretics, or as formal schismatics are not saved and thus are
forever damned to hell. This is known as the Salvation Dogma. St.
Augustine held this dogma.
2. Hence it is a dogma that all men who do not adhere to the Catholic
Church, such as Protestants, are outside the Catholic Church and thus are
not Catholic. St. Augustine held this dogma.
3. It is a dogma that baptized men who do not adhere to the Catholic Church
are formal schismatics. St. Augustine held this dogma.
4. It is a dogma that only catechumens and the faithful adhere to the
Catholic Church. St. Augustine held this dogma.
5. It is a dogma that catechumens adhere to the Catholic Church as nonmembers and thus are outside the Catholic Church but as friends to the
Catholic Church. St. Augustine held this dogma.
6. It is a dogma that the faithful adhere to the Catholic Church as members
and thus are inside the Catholic Church. St. Augustine held this dogma.
7. It is a dogma the catechumens are Christians and thus Catholic because
they are believers.
8. It is a dogma that one of the necessary conditions to be of the faithful (to
be a member of the Church) is knowledge and belief in all the basic
dogmas of the Catholic Church. St. Augustine held this dogma.
9. Hence it is a dogma that nominal members of the Catholic Church who
inculpably do not know a basic dogma are not members of the Catholic
Church and thus are outside the Catholic Church. St. Augustine held this
dogma. The allowable opinions are that they are outside the Catholic
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Church either as catechumens or as formal heretics. St. Augustine and I
hold the opinion that they are outside the Catholic Church as
catechumens. At one time I held the allowable opinion that they are
outside the Catholic Church as formal heretics.
10. It is a dogma that baptized men who culpably doubt or deny a dogma are
formal heretics and thus are not Catholic. St. Augustine held this dogma.
11. Hence it is a dogma that baptized men who know a basic dogma, as well
as any other dogma, and doubt or deny it are formal heretics and thus are
not Catholic because their doubt or denial is culpable. St. Augustine held
this dogma.
12. It is a dogma that baptized Catholics who inculpably doubt or deny a
deeper dogma are not guilty of the mortal sin of heresy and thus are
material heretics and hence are Catholic. St. Augustine held this dogma,
although in his day they did not refer to these men as material heretics.
13. It is an allowable opinion that the only way to become a formal heretic is
by the culpable doubt or denial of a dogma. St. Augustine held this
opinion, but I do not.
14. It is an allowable opinion that baptized men who do not adhere to the
Catholic Church are formal heretics for every heresy they hold even if
they are inculpably ignorant of the dogmas they doubt or deny. St.
Augustine did not hold this opinion, but I do. St. Augustine believed that
to be a formal heretic all baptized men must first be shown the dogma and
then doubt or deny it.
Regarding those who do not adhere to the Catholic Church
St. Augustine’s opinion that the only way baptized men become formal heretics is by
the culpable doubt or denial of a dogma
St. Augustine held the allowable opinion that the only way baptized men become
formal heretics is by the culpable doubt or denial of a dogma, be it a deeper dogma or a
basic dogma. According to this opinion, then, some baptized men who adhere to nonCatholic sects, such as Protestants, are not formal heretics if they do not culpably doubt
or deny a dogma. But it is not an allowable opinion and thus is heresy to believe that
these baptized men are inside the Catholic Church and thus Catholic. It is a basic dogma
that baptized men who do not adhere to the Catholic Church are outside the Catholic
Church and thus not Catholic and a deeper dogma that they are formal schismatics. St.
Augustine held both of these dogmas.
St. Augustine believed that no baptized man is a formal heretic unless he culpably
doubts or denies a dogma. Hence he believed that a baptized man who holds any heresy
needs to be shown the dogma he rejects and then must doubt or deny it to be a formal
heretic. Therefore he believed that a baptized man who adheres to a non-Catholic sect,
such as a Protestant, is not a formal heretic if he does not culpably doubt or deny a
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dogma. Yet he did not believe that this man is Catholic or in the way of salvation, which
would be heresy—a denial of the Salvation Dogma. St. Augustine believed that such a
baptized man is in schism from the true Catholic Church and hence is outside the
Catholic Church, not Catholic, and on the road to hell. And thus he upheld the Salvation
Dogma. The first reason that St. Augustine believed that these baptized men are outside
the Catholic Church, then, is for the mortal sin of schism because they do not adhere to
the true Catholic Church. Taken in correct context and thus without leaving out key
passages, St. Augustine’s teachings on this topic are certain.
In his below letter St. Augustine addresses some baptized Donatists who are not in
communion with the Catholic Church and hence adhere to a non-Catholic sect. In his
letter St. Augustine says that he does not yet know if they are formal heretics and thus
says that one of the reasons for writing his letter is to show them the evidence of the
dogma they deny in the hope that they will reject their heresy and accept the dogma and
thus not be formal heretics and as a result abjure from the false sect they belong to and
enter the Catholic Church. Even though St. Augustine believes that these Donatists may
not be formal heretics, he nevertheless believes the dogma that they are outside the
Catholic Church as formal schismatics. Note very carefully that St. Augustine tells these
Donatists that they are guilty of the sin of schism and thus outside the Catholic Church,
not Catholic, and on the road to hell. And thus St. Augustine upholds the Salvation
Dogma:
St. Augustine, Letter 43, from Augustine to [the Donatists] Glorius, Eleusius, the
two Felixes, Grammaticus, and others: “1. The Apostle Paul hath said: ‘A man that
is an heretic after the first and second admonition reject, knowing that he that is
such is subverted and sinneth, being condemned of himself.’ But though the
doctrine which men hold be false and perverse, if they do not maintain it with
passionate obstinacy, especially when they have not devised it by the rashness of
their own presumption, but have accepted it from parents who had been misguided
and had fallen into error, and if they are with anxiety seeking the truth, and are
prepared to be set right when they have found it, such men are not to be counted
heretics. Were it not that I believe you to be such…
“2. I have said these things by way of preface, lest any one should think, because
you are not of our communion, that I have been influenced by forwardness rather
than consideration in sending this letter, and in desiring thus to confer with you
regarding the welfare of your soul…
“21. And to this day they [Donatists] administer baptism outside of the communion
of the Church, and, if they can, they rebaptize the members of the Church: they
offer sacrifice in discord and schism… The unity of Christ is rent asunder, the
heritage of Christ is reproached, the baptism of Christ is treated with contempt…
“24. …What we dislike in that party is not their bearing with those who are wicked,
but their intolerable wickedness in the matter of schism, of raising altar against
altar, and of separation from the heritage of Christ now spread, as was so long ago
promised, throughout the world… If they regard these things as trifles, let them
observe those examples by which it has been proved how they are esteemed by
God. The men who made an idol perished by a common death, being slain with the
sword: but when the men endeavoured to make a schism in Israel, the leaders were
swallowed up by the opening earth, and the crowd of their accomplices was
consumed by fire. In the difference between the punishments, the different degrees
of demerit may be discerned.
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“27. You [the Donatists St. Augustine is writing to] see and know all these things,
and you groan over them; and yet God at the same time sees that nothing compels
you to remain in such fatal and impious schism, if you would but subdue the lust of
the flesh in order to win the spiritual kingdom; and in order to escape from
everlasting punishment, have courage to forfeit the friendship of men, whose favour
will not avail at the bar of God…”

Therefore, even though St. Augustine believed that these Donatists he was writing to
may not have been formal heretics, he certainly and correctly denounced them as being
outside the Catholic Church for the sin of schism. He says that their schism is “intolerable
wickedness,” that they “remain in…fatal and impious schism,” and that they are in a state
of “everlasting punishment” from which he hopes they escape. And St. Augustine says
that their sin of schism is worse than the sin of idolatry, which he also says in his book
Against the Donatists. He teaches that all the men baptized into the Donatist Church are
guilty of the sin of schism, which is worse than idolatry:
St. Augustine, Against the Donatists, Book 1, Chapter 8: “10. …Therefore those
whom they [the Donatists] baptize they heal from the wound of idolatry or unbelief;
but they injure them more seriously with the wound of schism. For idolaters among
the people of the Lord were smitten with the sword; but schismatics were
swallowed up by the earth opening her mouth. And the apostle says, ‘Though I have
all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.’ 11.
…What will it then profit a man that he has sound faith, or perhaps only soundness
in the sacrament of faith, when the soundness of his charity is done away with by
the fatal wound of schism, so that by the overthrow of it the other points, which
were in themselves sound, are brought into the infection of death?”

Hence St. Augustine teaches that although a Donatist may be “sound of faith” and thus
not a formal heretic, he is nevertheless outside the Catholic Church by the “fatal wound
of schism.” In his below teaching St. Augustine says that a baptized man who is outside
the Catholic Church can have the faith and thus not be a formal heretic. Consequently,
this man has to be outside the Catholic Church for the mortal sin of schism:
St. Augustine, Sermon to the People of the Caesarean Church (Sermo ad
Caesariensis Ecclesiae Plebem), c. 418: “No man can find salvation except in the
Catholic Church. Outside the Catholic Church one can have everything except
salvation. One can have honor, one can have the sacraments, one can sing alleluia,
one can answer amen, one can have faith in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Ghost, and preach it too, but never can one find salvation except in
the Catholic Church.”

Beware, then, of the salvation heretics who quote St. Augustine out of context. They
only quote the part where St. Augustine teaches that some baptized men who belong to
non-Catholic sects, such as the Donatist Church, may not be formal heretics but leave out
the part where St. Augustine teaches that they are nevertheless outside the Catholic
Church for the sin of schism.
St. Cyprian teaches that once a man falls into schism and thus no longer adheres to the
Catholic Church, it does not matter what dogmas or heresies he believes in because he is
outside the Catholic Church for the mortal sin of schism and thus no one should even take
heed to anything he teaches:
St. Cyprian, Epistle 51, to Antonianus: “24. In reference, however, to the character
of Novatian, dearest brother, of whom you desired that intelligence should be
written you what heresy he had introduced; know that, in the first place, we ought
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not even to be inquisitive as to what he teaches, so long as he teaches out of the pale
of unity. Whoever he may be, and whatever he may be, he who is not in the Church
of Christ is not a Christian. Although he may boast himself, and announce his
philosophy or eloquence with lofty words, yet he who has not maintained brotherly
love or ecclesiastical unity has lost even what he previously had been.”

The apostate Fr. Muller held St. Augustine’s opinion. He teaches that even though
some baptized non-Catholics are only material heretics, they are nevertheless outside the
Catholic Church for the mortal sin of schism:
Apostate Fr. Michael Muller,1 The Catholic Dogma: “[pp. 178-181] …As long,
then, as a material heretic, though through inculpable ignorance, adheres to an
heretical sect, he is separated from Christ, because he is separated from his Body—
the Catholic Church. In that state he cannot make any supernatural acts of divine
faith, hope, and charity, which are necessary to obtain life everlasting, and
therefore, if he dies in that state, he is pronounced infallibly lost by St.
Augustine…and all the great Doctors of the Church.
“[p. 190] The Church considers all Protestants (formal as well as material heretics)
as…separated from the Church. …The fact that the Church receives converts into
her communion clearly proves that she considers them as persons who did not
belong to it.
“[pp. 190-192] In answer to this [Rev. Young’s heresy], we say with Dr. O. A.
Brownson, who asks: ‘But may not those who are baptized in heretical societies
through ignorance, believing them to be the Church of Christ, be regarded as in the
way of salvation? Not they who are born and educated in Protestant Churches who
have separated themselves from the unity of the Catholic Church, but their
ancestors, Calvin, Luther, Henry VIII., etc. Let St. Augustine reply: “But those who
through ignorance are baptized there (with heretics), judging the sect to be the
Church of Christ, sin less than these (who know it to be heretical); nevertheless they
are wounded by the sacrilege of schism, and therefore sin not lightly, because others
sin more gravely. For when it is said to certain persons, it shall be more tolerable for
Sodom in the day of judgment than for you, it is not therefore said because the
Sodomites will not be punished, but because the others will be more grievously
punished.” ’ And again, St. Augustine says: ‘It is true, Donatists who baptize
heathens heal them of the wound of idolatry or infidelity; but they inflict on them a
more serious wound instead, the wound of schism. Those of the people of God in
the Old Law, who fell into idolatry, were destroyed by the sword, but under the feet
of the authors of schism the earth opened and swallowed them up (Ps. cv. 17.), and
the rest of their followers were consumed by a flame of fire from heaven. (Ecclus.
xlv. 24.) Who, therefore, can doubt that those who were more severely punished had
also sinned more grievously?’ (De Bapt. contr. Donatist., lib. i, c. 8.) Those
idolaters who were baptized by the Donatists, and believed in Christ, were healed of
their wound of infidelity; they never lived in the unity of the Catholic Church. They
never wilfully left her in their ancestors, as Rev. A. Young and other heretics did;
and yet St. Augustine tells us that the wound of schism which they received by
adhering to the sect of the Donatists was more fatal for them than that which they
had received before by the crime of idolatry. Hence those who are separated from
the Church cannot be innocent. (St. Augustine, lib. i. contr. Epist. Parm., c. 3.)
“[pp. 63-64] [Dr. O. A. Brownson says,] ‘We know nothing more reprehensible
than the mambypambyism babbled by sentimental [so-called] Catholics about the
good faith of “our separated brethren.” There may be persons in good faith amongst
Protestants, but, if so, they do not lack opportunities of showing it, and of coming
1

Fr. Michael Muller was a notorious heretic for denying the very Salvation Dogma he tried to defend. (See RJMI book Bad Books on
Salvation: Fr. Michael Muller.)
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out from the Babylon in which they have been reared. Men cannot be saved without
Christ, for there is no other name given under heaven whereby they can be saved.
Without faith it is impossible to please God, and he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and is the remunerator of them that seek him; and how can those be saved
by Christ who adhere to the party that rejects him and makes war on him. And how
can they have faith or believe in God who commune with those who resolve all
faith, all belief, all truth, indeed, into a mere opinion, or an inward sentiment,
varying with each individual? If Catholicity is Christian, if reason is authoritative in
its own province, nothing is more certain than that Protestantism is in no sense
Christian, and that persons living and dying Protestants cannot be saved. It is a
stultification of common sense to maintain the contrary, and besides, it practically
neutralizes all our efforts to convert Protestants, and to bring them to a living and
saving faith in Christ…’ ”

My opinion that baptized men who do not adhere to the Catholic Church are formal
heretics for every heresy they hold
While I agree with St. Augustine’s opinion that the only way Catholics can become
formal heretics is by the culpable doubt or denial of a dogma, be it a deeper or basic
dogma, I do not agree with his opinion that baptized men who do not adhere to the
Catholic Church, such as Protestants, can only become formal heretics by the culpable
doubt or denial of a dogma, be it a basic or deeper dogma. I hold the allowable opinion
that baptized men who do not adhere to the Catholic Church are formal heretics for every
heresy they hold even if they are inculpably ignorant of the dogmas they doubt or deny.
They cannot be excused for inculpable ignorance because they do not adhere to the
Catholic Church and thus disregard, knowingly or unknowingly, the authority of the true
Catholic Church and Her dogmatic definitions. Hence even if they were shown the
dogmatic definitions of the Catholic Church, they would not believe the dogmas because
they do not believe in the Catholic Church and thus do not believe in Her authority to
teach the faith infallibly. By disregarding the authority of the Catholic Church, they make
themselves mortally guilty for every heresy they believe.
There are two ways to disregard the authority of the Catholic Church and thus
disregard Her dogmas—by knowing about the Catholic Church and disregarding Her
explicitly or by not knowing about the Catholic Church and thus disregarding Her
implicitly. In both cases the authority of the Catholic Church and Her dogmas are
disregarded. And because baptized men who do not adhere to the Catholic Church
disregard the authority of the Catholic Church, they lack the one thing that could have
excused them from being formal heretics. For example, if a baptized man who adheres to
a non-Catholic sect were shown that the Catholic Church condemns the heresy he
believes in, he would not reject his heresy for that reason because he does not believe in
the Catholic Church. Hence he rejects or disregards the very thing, the authority of the
Catholic Church, that could have saved him from the mortal sin of heresy for doubting or
denying a dogma. By his very disregard of the authority of the Catholic Church, then, he
is a formal heretic for every dogma he doubts or denies and thus with no excuse for
inculpable ignorance. Therefore, only baptized men who regard the authority of the
Catholic Church, which are only Catholics, are excused from being formal heretics when
they inculpably doubt or deny a dogma. The regard they have for the true Catholic
Church and Her dogmas is also proved in the Act of Faith they make:
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Catholic Act of Faith: “O my God! I firmly believe all the sacred truths which Thy
holy Catholic Church believes and teaches because Thou hast revealed them, who
canst neither deceive nor be deceived.”

Hence a baptized Catholic who inculpably doubts or denies a dogma is excused from
the mortal sin of heresy because he professes his desire to believe in all that the Catholic
Church teaches. Whereas, even if a baptized man who does not adhere to the Catholic
Church makes this Act of Faith, he cannot be excused when he inculpably doubts or
denies a dogma because, in fact, he does not believe in all that the true Catholic Church
teaches because he does not believe in the true Catholic Church. This profession would
actually condemn him because he professes to believe in all that the false Church he
adheres to believes and teaches.
Regarding those who adhere to the Catholic Church
St. Augustine held the allowable opinion that the faithful do not become formal
heretics unless they culpably doubt or deny a dogma, be it a deeper dogma or a basic
dogma. I hold this opinion also:
St. Augustine, City of God, Book 18, Chapter 51: “Those, therefore, in the Church
of Christ who savor anything morbid and depraved, and, on being corrected that
they may savor what is wholesome and right, contumaciously resist, and will not
amend their pestiferous and deadly dogmas, but persist in defending them, become
heretics, and, going without, are to be reckoned as enemies who serve for her
discipline…”

Hence a baptized Catholic who inculpably doubts or denies a deeper or even basic
dogma is not a formal heretic. However, a baptized Catholic who does not know and thus
does not believe in a basic dogma cannot be a member of the Catholic Church even
though he is not a formal heretic. Therefore he has to be a catechumen or an inquirer,
depending on the basic dogma he is inculpably ignorant of, even though he thinks he is a
member of the Catholic Church. He cannot be a member of the Catholic Church because
it is a basic dogma that one of the conditions to be member and thus to be of the elect is
that men know and believe all the basic dogmas:
Apostate Antipope Pius X, Acts of the Supreme Pontiff Pius X: “We pray and
conjure you to reflect on the ruin of souls which is wrought by this single cause:
ignorance of those most sublime truths, so far beyond the natural understanding of
the multitude, which must nonetheless be known by all men alike in order that they
may attain eternal salvation. …A man who had become blind is certain to walk into
the mouth of danger. There is always some hope for the reform of evil living so
long as the light of Faith is not wholly extinguished; whereas, if, as a result of
ignorance, lack of Faith is added to corruption, the situation scarcely admits of
remedy, and the road to eternal ruin lies open. This we solemnly affirm: the
majority of those who are condemned to eternal punishment fall into this everlasting
misfortune through ignorance of Mysteries of the Faith which must necessarily be
known and believed by all who belong to the elect.”2
Nominal Holy Office Decrees under Apostate Antipope Clement XI (1700-1721):
QUESTION: Whether a minister is bound, before baptism is conferred on an
adult, to explain to him all the mysteries of our faith, especially if he is at the
2

cf. Acts of the Supreme Pontiff Pius X, Rome: Vatican Press, 1904, Pius X; CFN, Feb. 1998, p. 8.
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point of death, because this might disturb his mind. Or, whether it is sufficient,
if the one at the point of death will promise that when he recovers from the
illness, he will take care to be instructed, so that he may put into practice what
has been commanded him.
RESPONSE: A promise is not sufficient, but a missionary is bound to explain
to an adult, even a dying one who is not entirely incapacitated, the mysteries of
faith which are necessary by a necessity of means, as are especially the
mysteries of the Trinity and the Incarnation.” (D. 1349a)
QUESTION: Whether it is possible for a crude and uneducated adult, as it
might be with a barbarian, to be baptized, if these were given to him only an
understanding of God, and some of His attributes, especially His justice in
rewarding and in punishing, according to the remark of the Apostle: ‘He that
comes to God must believe that he is and that he is a rewarder,’ from which it is
inferred that a barbarian adult, in a certain case of urgent necessity, can be
baptized although he does not believe explicitly in Jesus Christ.
RESPONSE: A missionary should not baptize one who does not believe
explicitly in the Lord Jesus Christ, but is bound to instruct him about all those
matters which are necessary, by a necessity of means, in accordance with the
capacity of the one to be baptized.” (D. 1349b)
Apostate Antipope Pius X, Acerbo Nimis, 1905: “We are forced to agree with those
who hold that the chief cause of the present indifference and, as it were, infirmity of
soul, and the serious evils that result from it, is to be found above all in ignorance of
things divine. And so, Our Predecessor Benedict XIV had just cause to write: ‘We
declare that a great number of those who are condemned to eternal punishment
suffer that everlasting calamity because of ignorance of those mysteries of faith
which must be known and believed in order to be numbered among the elect.’ ”

Hence to “belong to the elect” or “to be numbered among the elect” and thus to be a
member of the Catholic Church, men must know and believe all the basic dogmas, two of
which are the dogmas on the Incarnation and the Holy Trinity.3 St. Augustine held this
dogma. He teaches that belief in all of the basic dogmas stated in the Apostles’ Creed is
necessary for salvation:
St. Augustine, On Faith and the Creed, Chapter 1: “…We certainly cannot secure
our salvation from the present evil world, unless…we likewise with the mouth make
our own profession of the faith which we carry in our heart… We have, however,
the Catholic Faith in the Creed, known to the faithful and committed to memory,
…expressed in few words, of those matters of necessary belief…”

In the following passages St. Augustine teaches that any baptized man with the use of
reason who does not believe in the basic dogmas of the resurrection of the body and that
Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary are not Christians (not Catholics) and thus are not in
the way of salvation:
St. Augustine, City of God, Chapter 21, 413: “For that there shall be a bodily
resurrection of the dead when Christ comes to judge the quick and the dead, we
must believe if we would be Christians.”
St. Augustine, Reply to Faustus the Manichaean, Book 26, 400: “The reason of our
believing him [Jesus] to have been born of the Virgin Mary, is not that he could not
otherwise have appeared among men in a true body, but because it is so written in
the Scripture, which we must believe in order to be Christians or to be saved.”
3

See RJMI Topic Index: Basic Dogmas.
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Therefore, to be a Christian (and catechumens and the faithful are Christians) men
must believe in the basic dogmas of the resurrection of the dead and the Incarnation, as
well as other basic dogmas. But to be of the faithful and thus be a member of the Catholic
Church, men must believe in more basic dogmas; that is, the dogma of the Most Holy
Trinity and dogmas regarding the sacrament of baptism. Hence catechumens were taught
these additional basic dogmas shortly before they were baptized. For example, St. Cyril
of Jerusalem had two classes for those who were preparing to enter the Catholic Church,
catechumens and competentes. The competentes were those who were ready to be
baptized. And it was not until they became competentes did they learn about the dogma
of the Most Holy Trinity:
St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Catechetical Lectures, ##, “[Lecture 29]: These mysteries,
which the Church now explains to thee who art passing out of the class of
Catechumens, it is not the custom to explain to heathen. For to a heathen we do not
explain the mysteries concerning Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, nor before
Catechumens do we speak plainly of the mysteries: but many things we often speak
in a veiled way, that the believers who know may understand, and they who know
not may get no hurt.”

With this in mind, there are cases in which so-called catechumens are not catechumens
but are inquirers and in which so-called members of the Catholic Church are not
members but are either catechumens or inquirers or formal heretics; all of which depends
on which basic dogmas they are ignorant of and if their ignorance is culpable or not.
What follows are all the possible cases:
1. A so-called catechumen who is inculpably ignorant of the dogma of the
Incarnation is not a catechumen. He is an inquirer until he knows and
believes all he basic dogmas that are necessary to believe to be a
catechumen.
2. A so-called catechumen who culpably denies the basic dogma of the
Incarnation is not a catechumen. He is an inquirer until he knows and
believes all he basic dogmas that are necessary to believe to be a
catechumen.
3. A so-called member of the Catholic Church who knows and believes all
the basic dogma except the dogma of the Holy Trinity, of which he is
inculpably ignorant of, is not a member of the Church. Instead, he is a
catechumen until he knows and believes the basic dogma of the Holy
Trinity.
4. A so-called member of the Catholic Church who knows and believes all
the basic dogmas except for the basic dogmas of the Incarnation and the
Holy Trinity, of which he is inculpably ignorant of, is not a member of
the Catholic Church and he is not even a catechumen. Instead, he is an
inquirer; and hence he is not even a Christian because he does not believe
in the dogma of the Incarnation, which is necessary to believe in order to
be a catechumen, to be a Christian. Not until he believes in the dogma of
the Incarnation does he become a catechumen and not until he also
believes in the dogma of the Holy Trinity does he become a member of
the Catholic Church.
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5. A so-called member of the Catholic Church who culpably doubts or
denies any basic dogma, as well as any other dogma, is not a member of
the Church. Instead, he is a formal heretic and thus is not even a
Christian; and thus he is not even a catechumen.
St. Augustine’s following teaching applies to Case 3 in which a man baptized into the
Catholic Church is inculpably ignorant of the basic dogma that Jesus is God, which is
part of the dogma of the Holy Trinity. This heresy was promoted by Photinus:
St. Augustine, On Baptism (Against the Donatists), Book 4, Chapter 16: “…Let us
therefore put the two cases in this way. Let us suppose that the one, for the sake of
argument, held the same opinions as Photinus about Christ and was baptized in his
heresy outside the communion of the Catholic Church; and that another held the
same opinion but was baptized in the Catholic Church, believing that his view was
really the Catholic faith. I consider him as not yet a heretic unless when the doctrine
of the Catholic faith is made clear to him he chooses to resist it and prefers that
which he already holds; and till this is the case, it is clear that he who was baptized
outside is the worse. And so in the one case erroneous opinion alone, in the other
the sin of schism also requires correction…”

Even though St. Augustine teaches that this man who was baptized into the Catholic
Church is not a formal heretic for being inculpably ignorant of the dogma that Jesus is
God, he does not say one way or the other that this man is of the faithful or not. Instead
he says that his heresy “requires correction.” To require correction means this man cannot
be in the way of salvation until he believes in the basic dogma he is inculpably ignorant
of, which in this case is the dogma the Jesus is God.
While St. Augustine does not say what the status is of this man, it can be gathered
from other dogmas that this man is a catechumen, as in Case 3 above. These other
dogmas are as follows: 1) the dogma baptized men who do not believe Jesus is God,
which is part of the dogma of the Holy Trinity, cannot be members of the Catholic
Church; and, 2) the dogma the men do not have to believe in the dogma of the Holy
Trinity, which includes the dogma that Jesus is God, to be catechumens. Hence this man
is a catechumen. Now, if this man was inculpably ignorant of the dogma of the
Incarnation also, then he would not even be a catechumen but would be an inquirer.
This man cannot become a member of the Catholic Church until he believes in the
dogma that Jesus is God and the other dogmas that relate to the Holy Trinity. And if after
he is shown these dogmas he does not accept them, then he becomes a formal heretic and
falls outside the Catholic Church as a non-Christian and thus in not even a catechumen.
Hence in the above example from St. Augustine, the man baptized into the Catholic
Church and is inculpably ignorant of the dogma the Jesus is God only needs his heresy to
be corrected it order to go from being a catechumen to a member of the Catholic Church.
Whereas, the man baptized outside the Catholic Church needs both his heresy and his
schism to be corrected in order for him to go from being a formal schismatic to a member
of the Catholic Church.
Therefore candidates who profess belief in the Catholic faith but are inculpably
ignorant of a basic dogma must not be baptized because one cannot be a member of the
Catholic Church unless he knows and believes all the basic dogmas. If he does get
baptized, he only gets the indelible mark. He will not get the other gifts of baptism until
he knows and believes all the basic dogmas; at which point he will then get membership
10

in the Catholic Church and get the sanctifying grace of baptism which will remit all of his
sins and the punishment due to his sins.
And there is one case that needs special consideration. Infants baptized into the
Catholic Church who attain the use of reason and are inculpably ignorant of a basic
dogma. An infant who is baptized into the Catholic Church is a member of the Catholic
Church. However, if he does not know or believe in all the basic dogmas when he attains
the use of reason, he cannot be a member and thus fell outside the Catholic Church
because to be a member of the Church one must know and believe all the basic dogmas.
Whatever theology is used to explain how and when he fell outside the Catholic Church,
the theology must uphold the dogma that he did fall outside the Catholic Church and thus
is not a member of the Church. What follows is my theology, my allowable opinion.
To fall outside the Catholic Church, he had to be guilty of a mortal sin. The question,
then, is what mortal sin is he guilty of? It is the mortal sin of heresy, which he got from
his parents previous to his attaining the use of reason. Because the parents were not
teaching their child all the basic dogmas, at least by rote, before he attained the use of
reason, the exterior intention of the parents was that their child not know and believe all
the basic dogmas and thus the parents became formal heretics and so did their child. This
is based upon my opinion that baptized infants without the use of reason get their faith
from the exterior intention of their parents or guardians. And, in this case, because the
parents did not will (exteriorly intend) for their child to know and believe all the basic
dogmas, the parents become formal heretics and thus became nominal Catholics and their
infant gets this guilt from his parents and thus also becomes a formal heretic and nominal
Catholic.4 As such, the child cannot not reenter the Catholic Church until he knows and
believes all the basic dogmas, which if he is attending a Catholic church would happen
within a very short period of time. And the parents do not reenter the Catholic Church
until they confess their neglect in teaching their infant all the basic dogmas, either by
confessing their guilt specifically or in a general way.
For the glory of God; in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Michael, St. Joseph, Ss. Joachim
and Anne, St. John the Baptist, the other angels and saints; and for the salvation of men
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See RJMI book Baptized Non-Catholic Infants and Children: The Allowable Opinion That Baptized Infants Get Their Faith from the
Exterior Intention of Their Guardians.
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