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Introduction 

The additions to my book The Great Apostasy in this supplement will be added to the next 

edition of that book if I get time to do so.  

Satan Chained in AD 33 and the De-paganization of the World Begins 

Introduction from the book 

Jesus says that by His death on the holy Cross, Satan shall be cast out: 

“Now is the judgment of the world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. 

And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all things to myself. (Now this he 

said signifying what death he should die.)” (Jn. 12:31-33) 

St. Paul says that Jesus Christ’s death caused the “Despoiling [of] the principalities and 

powers [of Satan, other devils, and damned humans]…triumphing over them in himself.” (Col. 

2:15) Hence as soon as Jesus Christ died on the cross in AD 33, Satan was chained and thus 

Satan’s power was greatly limited.
1
 The chaining of Satan is recorded in the Book of the 

Apocalypse:  

“And I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless 

pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon the old serpent, 

which is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. And he cast him 

into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should no 

more seduce the nations, till the thousand years be finished…” (Apoc. 20:1-3) 

Catholic Commentary on Apoc. 20:2: “Bound him: Christ by his Passion hath 

abridged the power of the Devil for a thousand years.” 

While Satan was chained, the gospel, which is the Catholic faith, began to be preached and the 

world began to be progressively de-paganized. The beginning of the preaching of the gospel to 

the world, which began on Pentecost Day, is mentioned in the Book of the Apocalypse: 

                                                      
1 This is a change from my former opinion in which I believed that Satan was chained in the 4th century and unchained in the 14th 

century. I now hold the opinion that Satan was chained in the 1st century and unchained in the 11th century. For a more in-depth 

explanation of the one thousand years that Satan was chained and the saints’ reign with Jesus Christ, see my book The Thousand Years 
of Apocalypse 20. As of 8/2014, this book is not available. 

http://www.johnthebaptist.us/jbw_english/documents/books/rjmi/br63_great_apostasy.pdf
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“And I saw another angel flying through the midst of heaven, having the eternal 

gospel, to preach unto them that sit upon the earth, and over every nation, and tribe, 

and tongue, and people: Saying with a loud voice: Fear the Lord, and give him 

honour, because the hour of his judgment is come; and adore ye him, that made 

heaven and earth, the sea, and the fountains of waters.” (Apoc. 14:6-7) 

Quote from St. Athanasius 

St. Athanasius, On the Incarnation of the Word, 318:   

“[Part 2, Chap. 31] 1. If Power is the sign of life, what do we learn from the 

impotence of idols, for good or evil, and the constraining power of Christ and of the 

Sign of the Cross? Death and the demons are by this proved to have lost their 

sovereignty. Coincidence of the above argument from facts with that from the 

Personality of Christ. But they who disbelieve in the Resurrection afford a strong 

proof against themselves, if instead of all the spirits and the gods worshipped by 

them casting out Christ, who, they say, is dead, Christ on the contrary proves them 

all to be dead.  

“2. For if it be true that one dead can exert no power, while the Saviour does daily 

so many works, drawing men to religion, persuading to virtue, teaching of 

immortality, leading on to a desire for heavenly things, revealing the knowledge of 

the Father, inspiring strength to meet death, shewing himself to each one, and 

displacing the godlessness of idolatry, and the gods and spirits of the unbelievers 

can do none of these things, but rather shew themselves dead at the presence of 

Christ, their pomp being reduced to impotence and vanity; whereas by the sign of 

the Cross all magic is stopped, and all witchcraft brought to nought, and all the idols 

are being deserted and left, and every unruly pleasure is checked, and every one is 

looking up from earth to heaven. Whom is one to pronounce dead? Christ, that is 

doing so many works? But to work is not proper to one dead. Or him that exerts no 

power at all, but lies as it were without life? Which is essentially proper to the idols 

and spirits, dead as they are.  

“3. For the Son of God is ‘living and active,’ and works day by day, and brings 

about salvation. But death is daily proved to have lost all his power, and idols and 

spirits are proved to be dead rather than Christ, so that henceforth no man can any 

longer doubt of the Resurrection of his body…  

“[Part 2, Chap. 46] 1. And whereas the old cults were strictly local and independent, 

the worship of Christ is Catholic and uniform. When did men begin to desert the 

worshipping of idols, save since God, the true Word of God, has come among men? 

Or when have the oracles among the Greeks and everywhere ceased and become 

empty, save when the Saviour has manifested Himself upon earth?  

“2. Or when did those who are called gods and heroes in the poets begin to be 

convicted of being merely mortal men, save since the Lord erected his conquest of 

death, and preserved incorruptible the body he had taken, raising it from the dead   

“3. Or when did the deceitfulness and madness of demons fall into contempt, save 

when the power of God, the Word, the Master of all these as well, condescending 

because of man’s weakness, appeared on earth? Or when did the art and the schools 

of magic begin to be trodden down, save when the divine manifestation of the Word 

took place among men?  

“4. And, in a word, at what time has the wisdom of the Greeks become foolish, save 

when the true Wisdom of God manifested itself on earth? For formerly the whole 

world and every place was led astray by the worshipping of idols, and men regarded 

nothing else but the idols as gods. But now, all the world over, men are deserting 
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the superstition of the idols, and taking refuge with Christ; and, worshipping him as 

God, are by his means coming to know that Father also whom they knew not.  

“5. And, marvelous fact, whereas the objects of worship were various and of vast 

number, and each place had its own idol, and he who was accounted a god among 

them had no power to pass over to the neighbouring place, so as to persuade those 

of neighbouring peoples to worship him, but was barely served even among his own 

people; for no one else worshipped his neighbour’s god—on the contrary, each man 

kept to his own idol, thinking it to be lord of all—Christ alone is worshipped as one 

and the same among all peoples; and what the weakness of the idols could not do—

to persuade, namely, even those dwelling close at hand, —this Christ has done, 

persuading not only those close at hand, but simply the entire world, to worship one 

and the same Lord, and through him God, even his Father.” 

Satan Was Unchained in AD 1033 

Introduction from the book 

After Satan was chained in AD 33 and remained chained for one thousand years, God 

unchained him in AD 1033: 

“And when the thousand years shall be finished, Satan shall be loosed out of his 

prison, and shall go forth, and seduce the nations, which are over the four quarters 

of the earth, Gog, and Magog, and shall gather them together to battle, the number 

of whom is as the sand of the sea.” (Apoc. 20:7) 

From the time that Satan was unchained in 1033, the Great Apostasy began and thus the world 

began to become progressively re-paganized. Idols, false gods, and false religions were 

progressively respected, loved, liked, accepted, un-smashed, un-banned, and came out of hiding.  

On the Unchaining of Satan in 1033, as if the world was about to end, by Richard Storrs 

This relates to what I said many times. It was as if the world had ended in the 11 century when 

Satan was unleashed in 1033. And as you will read, there were ominous signs and events upon 

the earth when Satan was released. In short, all Gehenna broke loose. But God had mercy and 

gave this world a little more time to show just how evil Satan’s kingdom is and to save the few 

Catholics that will be faithful during these last 1000 years.   

From:  Bernard of Clairvaux, The Times, The Man, and His Work, by Richard S. Storrs. First 

published by University Press, John Wilson and Son, Cambridge, 1892. Also Published by 

Charles Schrbner’s Sons, 1901. 

Lecture II: The Tenth Century: Is Extreme Life and Promise: 
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