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APPALLIng

The long-winded letter on Feb-
ruary 2, 2024 is appalling. It’s my
understanding that one of the
commissioners wrote it.

How dare they accuse anybody
of swindling citizens for votes.
Prove it! They have no decency to
put that accusation into writing.

The entire commission should
be embarrassed by that letter.

s/Debra L. Devault
125 Cedar St. #8

T-or-C, NM

EB councIL

As read at the last Elephant
Butte City Council meeting:

Thank you so much for the op-
portunity to speak. The last time
I was here, John Mascaro pushed
me out of the building with his
belly, because the truth hurts. I
emailed each of you detailing the
incident and heard nothing in re-
turn.

As a long-time resident of Ele-
phant Butte, I am frankly embar-
rassed by our city council. The

hiring of an unqualified city man-
ager, who is forced to leave his
last position in disgrace, should
never have happened had our
councilor’s done any due dili-
gence. John Mascaro’s shady past
was easy to discover. Had our city
council done their job, his future
transgressions would have been
easy to predict.

The affair between Mr. Mas-
caro and Ms. Sevedra was well
known. The pair clearly did not
respect the city, or their positions,
because they knew the council
would do nothing about it.

When the pair was finally put
on leave, the taxpayers paid them
over $12,000 to do nothing for us.
It is unacceptable that Mr. Mas-
caro was put on paid leave after
the city spent thousands defend-
ing and settling the numerous
lawsuits that he caused.

I understand that employee
negotiations and complaints are
handled in executive session;
however, the lack of transparency
around Mr. Mascaro and Ms.
Sevedra’s eventual release is un-
acceptable. When it comes to

transparency again, this council
gives the citizens and taxpayers,
once again nothing.

Now we are left with no city
manager or fire chief while pay-
ing an outside firm to find a new
city manager for us.

You were elected by the people
to do what is best for the commu-
nity, and you have failed, miser-
ably. Your inaction and inability to
do the jobs you were elected to do
has done serious damage to the
city. The cost of your mistakes
goes beyond the financial losses.

It is past time for you all to step
down. If you truly cared about the
community, you would allow the
state to take over and get us back
on track.

s/Paul Forsyth
PO Box 54

Elephant Butte, NM

sPARE ThE RoD 

AnD sPoIL ThE chILD

The problem with schoolroom
disorder and violence by way-
ward children is a reflection of
the society at large in Western na-
tions, the lack of sufficient corpo-
ral punishment and lack of capital
punishment  (the death penalty)
for certain crimes. I call this the
heresy of non-punishmentalism.
Western societies coddle way-
ward children and criminals and
leave the victims without any re-
course to justice and create chaos,
disorder, and fear in school or so-
ciety at large.

Here is what the Word of God
says about sufficient corporal
punishments when necessary:
“Withhold not correction from a
child; for if thou strike him with
the rod, he shall not die. Thou
shalt beat him with the rod, and
deliver his soul from hell.” (Prv.
23:13-14) “Folly is bound up in
the heart of a child, and the rod of
correction shall drive it away.”
(Prv. 22:15) “Give thy son his way,
and he shall make thee afraid…
Give him not liberty in his youth
and wink not at his devices. Bow
down his neck while he is young
and beat his sides while he is a
child, lest he grow stubborn and
regard thee not, and so be a sor-
row of heart to thee. Instruct thy
son, and labour about him, lest
his lewd behaviour be an offence
to thee.” (Eccus. 30:9-13)

And St. Paul says, “And you
have forgotten the consolation,
which speaketh to you, as unto
children, saying: My son, neglect

ThoughTs on Rocks

The Sierra County Rock and
Gem Show is right around the
corner! Last year’s inaugural
show was hugely successful, with
almost 3,000 attendees and
dozens of out-of-town vendors.
The event packed hotels and
restaurants and put Sierra
County on the map as a rock-
hounding destination.

This year’s show, held at the
Sierra County Fairgrounds the
weekend of March 23-24, looks to
be bigger still. I, as a new SCRAGS
(Sierra County Rock and Gem So-
ciety) member, will enjoy poring
over tables full of rocks from all
over the world.

During our first spring in
Truth or Consequences, Michael
said, “Let’s go to the Mud Moun-
tains and look for folded rhyo-
lite!” My plans for the day were a
bit of gardening, a book, and a
nap, but I love the guy.

“What is folded rhyolite?” I in-
quired.

“Oh, a kind of rock,” he replied.
I should have known.
We drive our 4-wheel pick-up

onto a dirt road running under
the freeway, heading west out of
town. When it deadends a bouncy
few miles later, we clamber out,
staring at a quarry full of gigantic
stone slabs. Oh, they are glorious!
Ripples of browns and grey,
streaks of gold and taupe, the oc-
casional orangish red, putting
even a New Mexico sunset to
shame. 

Michael picks his way up a dry
wash, stopping every few feet to
bend down and examine a rock.
He picks it up and then usually
tosses it down again. Now and
then, he turns and says happily,
“Oh, this is a good one. Put it in,
will you?” I unzip the backpack
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on his back, place the rock care-
fully at the bottom, and re-zip.

After poking along, stopping,
looking, tossing (or saving) for
about 45 minutes without spot-
ting a single folded rhyolite rock,
I finally plop down and take a
swig of water 15 feet from a giant
yucca stalk that has caught my
outdoor decorator’s eye. The
quest for folded rhyolite, never
really my thing, is becoming te-
dious. Suddenly, I hear, “Look!”.
Scrambling up at the excitement
in his voice, I pick my way to-
wards him, carefully avoiding
cacti camouflaged among the
rocks. 

Folded Rhyolite is a pale,
finely-grained volcanic rock of
granitic composition, typically
porphyritic in texture. Yep, I had
to look that up. Michael is stand-
ing in the middle of an area that
looks like somebody had taken a
paintbrush and delicately tinted
layer after layer of rocks with
muted pinks, browns, and pur-
ples, then broke them sharply
along curved lines. They appear
soft, delicate, tender, almost fem-
inine, if rocks can be gendered. 

Scattered around are many
stones with tiny embedded crys-
tals. That is what porphyritic
means, if you want a geology les-
son. Some look like miniature
sheep, with hundreds of crystal
wool bumps across the surface.

Michael points excitedly to a
stack of porphyritic stones piled
at his feet and again exclaims,
“Look! Someone found all these
and then didn’t take them!” He
begins to sort through the cast-
offs. “Look at this one. Oh! I think
this one is better. What do you
think? Wow… this one is huge!”
He is like a kid in a candy store. 

“Um, Michael?” I point out it is
already 2:00 p.m., in the high 70s,
in the middle of the desert, the
pickup is half a mile away, and he
has twice as many rocks as he
can possibly carry. So he empties
the backpack of its previous
treasures and lays them next to
the rhyolite and the crystals for
comparison.

The rocks are rearranged and
re-sorted. There is talk of hoping
the straps won’t give out, but the
re-configured collection is finally
hoisted on Michael’s broad back.
After much sweaty effort and a
few curse words, I have managed
to break off the dried yucca stalk.
We both carefully make our way
down the steep slope with treas-
ures in hand. 

Arriving home, I carefully lift
my yucca out of the truck bed. I
have the perfect spot for it. In
turn, Michael hoists the 60-plus-
pound backpack out of the
pickup bed and, with just as
much care, lines all the rocks up
for a bath.

As I head off for a shower and
nap, I thank God we live in this
beautiful place and for a husband
who wants a companion for his
rock-hounding adventures. 

Information about the upcom-
ing rock show and SCRAGS can
be found at SCRAGS.ORG. 

Alice Wyatt is a local writer
and community connector. Her
writing can be found at www.al-
icewyatt.com

not the discipline of the Lord; nei-
ther be thou wearied whilst thou
art rebuked by him. For whom
the Lord loveth, he chastiseth.
And he scourgeth every son
whom he receiveth. Persevere
under discipline. God dealeth
with you as with his sons; for
what son is there whom the fa-
ther doth not correct? But if you
be without chastisement, then
are you bastards and not sons.”
(Heb. 12:5-8)

Cowboys should know this;
after all, they tame wild horses by
breaking them.

A spirit of effeminacy and non-
punishmentalism are pervasive
in the West in Democratic na-
tions. A natural effect of democ-
racies and republics is that the
people are taught that they have
the right to believe and do what-
ever they want. No one is going to
tell them what to do, not even

God. This fosters a spirit of rebel-
lion against lawful authority and
thus leads to lawlessness, disor-
der, and chaos. Wayward chil-
dren, criminals, and other
malcontents are coddled and pro-
tected while victims are ignored
and in some cases vilified when
they try to defend themselves.

“A voice was heard in the high-
ways, weeping and howling of the
children of Israel, because they
have made their way wicked.
They have forgotten the Lord
their God. Return, you rebellious
children, and I will heal your re-
bellions.” (Jer. 3:21-22)

For your only hope of salva-
tion, visit the www.JohnTheBap-
tist.us website.

s/Richard Joseph Michael
Ibranyi

IbranyiRichard@Gmail.com
T-or-C, NM
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1810 S. Broadway, T-or-C             (575) 894-6482 8 –12 & 1– 6 • T–F

WHATEVERYOUR VEHICLE NEEDS MAY BE

Oil Changes, Maintenance/Trip

Checks, Tune-ups & Tranny Service,

Battery & Electrical • Brakes 

Shocks • Struts

Vehicle Alignments on most makes including
Motor Homes

TIRES • TIRES • TIRES

Pass Cars - LT Truck - SUV - Motor Homes
AND your off-highway tire solutions

Garden - Farm - ATV - Trailer
Terry, Deron, Kathie, Rylee, Roy

Take It To Terry’s

894-2433415 E. Third • T-or-C, NM

PROPANE • EQUIPMENT • SUPPLIES

The 
Hottest Gas 
in Town!

CORTEZ GAS CO.

We’ll 
Save You 
Money!

CORTEZ GAS CO.


